IN   THE   PASSING  OF  THE  DAYS.
327
into you ! The Lord Himself shall be at your back !" On that same day a very tiny Hilsa fish was caught in the pond of the monastery, a rare incident, as this species is confined to flowing1 water only. This was looked upon with childlike glee by Swa.rniji as an auspicious omen ; it was found afterwards that tii& fish must have made its way through a pipe, leading from tHe river, which fed the pond. However, the Swami told the Sw-arni Sadananda, "Give this fish to Kali Krishna! It will bring good luck to him." That whole day he was most loving* to these two disciples, and gave them privately instructions concerning what they should preach and what mantrtztns they should give to such as might desire to be initiate<cL Thus especially blessed by their Guru they left for Dacca on the fourth of February. The Swami, moreover, commissioned two of his gurubhdis> the Swamis Saradananda and Toriyananda, to preach in Guzerat, and they set out on the seventh of the month towards their destination, to carry out his wishes.
It was Swarniji's great desire that the Vedas and other Shastras should be studied at the Math. Since the time the monastery was removed to Nilambar Mukherjee's Garden, he had started with the help of his gurubkdts regular classes on the Vedas, the Upanishads, the Vedanta Sutras, the Gtta, the Bhagavata and other Scriptures, and had himselF taught for a time Panini's Ashtadkyayi. Now he busied himself with a comprehensive study of Sanskrit Scriptures and literature. And it was in these days also that he composed the two slokas of his great poem on Sri Rama-krishna. which commenced with ^re^rarofirfcRsr.', and the other, the beautiful hymn of taking refuge in the Lord, beginning with ^sff iff ^rcf", now sung at the Arati service at the monastery In honour of the Bhagavan, Sarat Chandra, with whom he talked in Sanskrit for two hours on the day he composed the latter hymn, has said of him, "It seemed as if Sarasvati Herself made Swamiji's throat Her seat. And his Sanskrit was so fluent, powerful and fascinating! I have never heard, before or since, even great Pandits talk in such a